NONITO  TUBUWOdANV/A,  after  having  b«u*n  dll  y  aworn,  testified 
ut  No,  99,  I.  de  la  Hama  Bt.,  Iloilo  City,  Pinny  lnloru  t  on 
2  November  194f,  a  a  foJlov/Bi 


State  your  nnmo,  nga,  oddrasii,  nationality  and  ooou  >stlen, 
Nonito  Tubungbanwn.  Tf  y  on  re  old,  Santa  YMbol  flt,,  Jnro, 
Iloilo  City,  Filipino,  occupation  painter, 


Do  you  cxprot  to  row  in  at  yovr  pro  a  ant  adlross,  or  do  you 
*xpoot  to  move’’ 

Yea.  I  expect.  to  remain  «t  my  nr*»s«nt  address. 


We  understand  thnt  you  may  know  of  atrooitl'/*  oommi'itsd  by 

r  ‘  ■  1  ■  tdi 


the  Japanono  I'P*  while  they  w»re  In  Panay,  will  you  kindly 

'  . .  t  thi 


ii  time 


explain  ui  your  association  with  tha  Japanese  a 
that  the  atrocities  worn  committed? 

We  wore  prisoners  of  the  Japenas*  IPs  In  tie  Provincial 
Jail,  Iloilo  City.  from.  July  5.  194J,  until  flfptsuibir  9,  1943 
On  September  9,  1943,  wo  w*f*  lined  up  by  fgt,  HANAlft,  th# 
wardon,  and  thoae  physically  fit  were  fore  >d  into  sirvlo# 
as  "cargadrrs",  to  oorry  tha  eculpnsnt  of  ',h*  Jnprni-**  In  a 
punitive  expedition. 


Jill  you  kindly  describe  tha  detail*  surroindlng  till  atrooltlej 
of  which  you  hove  knowledge* 

On  tho  morning  of  September  10,  3943,  wa  w  -f  o  loaded 


on  tno  morning  or  flaptambcr  If).  3  943,  w«  w  tn  loaded  Into 
trucks,  together  with  the  bundles  that  W'  uare  to  e*«fy, 

Each  on®  of  us  was  osslgnud  a  ,/apanoeo  off  nor*  whofo  equip- 
ment  we  w *na  to  carry,  I  wax  assign'  d  to  ),t,  OTtft/KA ,  who 
worked  under  Captain  V/ATAKAM.  Jh*n  w«  arrived  at  fassi* 
tho  Japanese  font  out  a  petrol  and  brought  back  thr« *  flit* 
plno  civilians*  two  boy*  and  on*  girl,  A  Her  nuastlonlng 
these  thri.o  «U  nlgnt,  while  they  wore  ttef  to  a  stake,  the 
next  morning  the  ant ire  group  left,  and  thi  threw  victims 
were  tehend/d  by  a  Japanese  officer  whose  f  ««»>  J  do  not 
know,  following  thti,  two  of  my  companions  Were  kill-d# 

They  were  cargodora  and  wars  killed  besaus*  they  could  not 
carry  th^lr  burden  'my  longer,  They  wore  tehosded  by  lass 
Sgt.  HI  RATA ,  t'e  arrived  at  Rarrfo  umgao,  and  wa  ass  that 
Ja'-ancre  aoldlera  fere  already  rending  up  fill  plno  ilvillsns, 
We  saw  tiv t  they  »  ci  ouastlonlng  tl»*ae  slvlliaiisi  sun,  woman, 
children  end  -»vnn  ale  man.  After  quastiof  ingl  ih<?«,  the  Japan- 
•so  soldiers  and  of  ic*i a  started  killing  an  thrt  civilians 
ant’  throwing  the  snails*  to  the  fir*,  The  whole  barrio  waa  sat 
afire,  fai  th  r  on.  we  c*r  *  to  a  plage  where  thrw<5  C  »ln«Se 
families  w< re  locat'd.  The**  Chinese,  Wufa  latrp  ofl  separated 
and  kill  .d.  At  thi  n  xt  barrio,  IMpgsM*  lr»«  first  ,{roup  of 
Japan**"  rolli  r*  rad  already  anight  a  Jars*  number  if 
civilians.  ’7h«jn  w  left,  they  kill'd  all  tie  civil  line,  after 
getting  * nferwistiwi  from  them. 


0  Up  to  this  h'W  many  paopu*  would  vw  <ay  wore  filled? 

A  Around  ly*  p  »r son  i . 


AM  flat*  ?  tlw 


Do  you  <cov  who  did  f.h*  actual  f**<n  Hons? 

V*s.  1  rants  J  ly  ,aw  Captain  bAfAfAPf,  r  ,  0,  fl’lfN,  of  the  MPs 

and  Peas  A*>..  I'HaCA,  pars  maily  dut  off  th  »  beads  fi 4  the  civi¬ 
lians,  a  o  rad*  tc  kn*'l,  with  f f r  hufkif  tied  behind 
their  becVf. 


jmoie  th*  nomas  »f  any  other  peoyls  killed'’ 
t  Wv.  w  orv  Chlh-aa  farlly.  heoauac  they  vfnfi>  from  Jaro 

T1*!  If  nawa  wa*  '  y  CHTA. 
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Do  you  know  the  reason  the  Japanese  gave  for  killing  these 
people? 

The  first  Question  asked  by  the  Japanese,  was  if  there  were 
any  guerrillas  around.  The  civilians  answered  negatively. 

The  next  question  was  if  they  had  helped  any  Filipino  soldiers 
passing  by  the  town,  //hen  the  civilians  denied  that  they  helpe 
the  Filipino  soldiers,  the  Japanese  killed  them. 

Did  these  punitive  expeditions  continue  to  kill  civilians 
after  this  time? 

Yes.  I  was  with  them  for  14  days,  and  I  witnessed  many  kill¬ 
ings.  From  Passi,  wo  passed  Mungao,  Salngen.  till  wo  reached 
the  Headnuarters  of  the  Filipino  guerrillas  in  Barrio  Jimomomue 
Nueva  Invencion.  I  know  of  two  families  killed.  One  family 
was  Captain  Mariano  LIM,  35  years  of  age,  who  was  killed  with 
his  whole  family.  He  was  8  guerrillero.  His  wife  was  about 
33#  He  had  3  children,  whose  names  I  do  not  remember,  about 
14,  12  and  8.  I  personally  saw  SHIN  behead  this  entire  family, 
After  this,  there  were  not  so  many  civilians  killed,  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  were  able  to  advise  them  in  advance,  as  to  how  to 
answer  the  questions  regarding  guerrillas.  We  learned  that  if 
they  admitted  that  they  had  helped  the  guerrillas,  the  Japanese 
believed  that  they  were  telling  the  truth  and  left  them  alone, 
and  we  told  them  to  answer  the  Japanese  questions  in  this  man ne/i 

Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  of  the  other  that  were  on  the 
punitive  expedition,  outside  of  V/ATANABE,  HJRATA,  and  SHIN? 

Yes.  Sergeant  MATSUZAKI,  who  was  tall,  rather  good-looking, 
who  was  assigned  to  another  group.  His  distinguishing  feature 
was  a  scar  about  3  inches  long  on  the  left  cheek.  Also  Lt. 
OTSUKA,  who  took  part  in  the  beheadings  and  tortures  of  the 
civilians  during  the  entire  trip.  He  was  about  5  feet  10  inche 
tall,  well  built,  about  170  pounds.  Each  time  he  spoke,  his 
upper  teeth  were  bared.  He  had  a  long,  large,  thick  mustache 
which  drooped  down  on  both  sides  of  his  lips.  He  was  fierce 
looking  and  was  known  as  the  "Butcher."  He  was  directly  under 
Ceptain  WATANABE  in  the  Iloilo  High  School  Garrison. 

Can  you  give  us  more  details  of  the  atrocities  as  they  occurred^? 
When  we  were  about  to  leave  Jimomomua,  all  the  civilians  were 
rounded  up  and  asked  personally  one  by  one,  by  Copt.  WATANABE, 
if  they  were  any  relation  to  the  BALLEZA  family.  After  all 
the  civilians  were  Questioned,  about  one-half  of  them  told 
them  that  they  were  related  to  the  BALLEZAS.  The  civilians 
thought  that  if  they  were  relatives  of  the  Ballezos,  they  would 
not  be  harmed,  because  the  Bellezas  were  prominent  people. 

After  they  were  picked  out,  they  were  separated  into  two  groups 
The  first  group,  headed  by  Balleza,  were  taken  to  one  place,  and 
the  officers  took  the  rifles  from  the  soldiers,  and  shot  all 
the  civilians  in  the  group.  After  killing  the  civilians,  they 
threw  the  bodies  to  the  fire.  They  burned  the  whole  barrio. 

In  one  barrio,  the  Japanese  officers  were  Questioning  one  Fili¬ 
pino.  W.O.  SHIN  personally  questioned  this  man,  interpreted 
by  OGINO.  While  he  was  being  questioned,  this  man  bit  the  hand 
of  OQINO  and  tried  to  escape.  He  was  caught  by  the  Japanese 
end  tied  by  the  feet.  He  was  dragged  in  this  way  back  to  the 
plaoe  where  he  attempted  to  escape.  When  the  soldiers  arrived 
at  the  place,  they  hit  the  man  in  the  head,  rendering  Him 
unconscious.  One  officer  went  to  the  place  where  the  civilians 
were  placed.  They  took  from  the  group  one  woman  and  her  6 
children,  ranging  in  ages  from  1  to  12  years  old.  The  1  year 
old  baby  was  still  sucking  from  the  mother.  They  took  this 
woman  with  the  children  to  the  place  where  the  man  was  lying, 
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and  they  asked  her  if  the  man  was  her  husband.  She  said 
that  he  was  not  her  husband.  The  children  were  then  asked 
if  the  man  was  their  father.  The  children,  crying,  said 
that  he  was  not  their  father.  They  then  took  the  woman 
back  with  her  children,  and  took  another  girl.  They  asked 
the  girl  if  that  woman  was  the  wife  of  the  unconscious  man. 

The  girl  was  threatened,  and  she  said  that  the  man  was  the 
husband  of  that  certain  woman.  After  that,  they  went  back 
and  took  the  woman  and  her  children  to  the  place,  and  they 
took  the  baby  away  and  smashed  it  against  the  road.  The 
blood  splattered  on  my  clothes  because  I  was  about  5  meters 
from  the  scene  of  the  atrocity.  The  officer  that  did  this 
wa 8  Captain  WATANABE.  Meanwhile,  other  soldiers  took  hold 
of  the  children,  holding  them  by  the  feet  end  using  them 
as  clubs,  beating  the  man  and  woman  with  them  until  they 
were  both  unconscious.  Y/ATANABE  and  SHIN  called  the  Japanese 
soldiers,  end  instructed  them  to  bash  the  head  of  the  man. 

They  used  the  butts  of  their  rifles  to  do  this,  and  they 
destroyed  the  man's  head.  The  man  died  rnd  his  body  was 
thrown  into  the  fire,  When  the  woman  regainod  consciousness, 
she  was  dragged  together  with  her  children,  to  the  fire. 

When  they  were  dragged,  the  children  were  dead.  They  were 
killed  when  they  were  used  as  clubs,  ,/hen  we  were  about  to 
leave,  they  took  from  the  group  some  civilians  and  took  them 
to  the  foot  of  the  hills.  There  they  we^e  made  to  kneel, 
and  their  heads  were  cut  off.  They  were  around  18  civilians, 
including  three  children.  More  than  650  civilians  were  killed 
during  the  14  days  I  acted  as  "cargador.''  At  another 
place,  which  I  do  not  remember,  two  girls  were  caught  with  a 
Filipino  guerrillero,  and  one  of  the  girls  was  pregnant. 

In  the  evening,  they  were  made  to  danco  completely  naked 
before  the  Japanese  soldiers,  as  well  a6  ourselves  until  they 
were  exhausted.  The  next  morning,  I  heard  Captain  WATANABE 
give  the  order  for  these  girls  to  be  killed,  and  I  saw  the 
soldiers  take  them  to  a  place  a  short  distance  from  where  we 
were,  and  there  they  were  bayoneted  in  the  back  end  killed. 

After  14  days,  I  received  permission  from  OTSUKA  to  return 
to  Iloilo  by  motor  launch  from  AJuy,  because  I  was  unable  to 
do  any  work  due  to  swollen  legs  and  sores  all  over  my  back. 

My  life  was  spared,  probably  due  to  tile  fact  that  I  spoke 
some  Japanese  and  had  on  occasions  acted  as  interpreter  for 
them. 

Q  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  of  the  victims  of  these  atrocitief ? 

A  No.  I  did  not  know  them. 

Q  Do  you  have  anything  further  to  add  to  this  statement? 

A  Yes.  Thero  are  many  other  incidents  of  which  I  could  tell 
you,  but  they  are  similar  to  the  atrocities  described  above 
and  I  did  not  know  the  names  of  any  of  the  poople  who  were 
killed. 

/s/ 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  THF.  PHILIPPINES  ) 

)  SS 

CITY  OF  ILOILO  ) 

I,  NONITO  TUBUNGBANV/A ,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that 
I  have  read  and  understood  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my 
interrogation  and  all  answers  contained  therein,  consisting  of 
3  pages,  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  November 


/  s/^mee-R^Lyixqt)  - — - 

JA1FS  R.  LYNCH,  2nd  Lt.,  In± . 
01326712  Investigating  Officer, 
v'ar  Crimes  Investigating  Detachmen* 


,YNCH ,  2nd  Lt.,  Inf. 
tigating  Officer 


01326712  Investigating  Officer, 

’.Var  Crimes  Investigating  Detachmen 


City  of  Iloilo 


/s/  MarjLano  A 


2  November,  1945 


SARIANO  A.  YENKO  JR.,  1st  Lb., Inf 
(PA)  0-22509  Investigating  Offlcei 
Wcr  Crimes  Investigating  Drtechmei 
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Section 


/s/  Alya 

Alva  C.  Carpenter. 
Cnief,  Legal  Section 


Witness:  /s/  John  R.  pntcnn*a 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day 

of  October,  1946,  Tokyo,  Japan. 

/s/  John  R.  Pritchard 
Captain,  Infantry 
Summary  Court 
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